THE RISING
the Red fleet, based on Valencia and Carthagena. Vigo
was kept for the Nationalist cause as a port through which
supplies could be sent The Nationalist fleet was able
after hurried repairs to put to sea, this time with complete
guarantees as to the loyalty of its crews, and they were
able to free the Straits of Gibraltar of Red vessels and
thus ensure the safe transhipment of General Franco's
first fifteen thousand men from Spanish Africa, and to
keep the passage open for the reinforcements which
continue to pour across to keep this expeditionary force
of the Spanish Legion, of the Moorish Regulares and the
Riff Rifles, up to full strength despite battle casualties.
Once again, the fortunes of war were on the side of the
Nationalists and they had escaped the terrible danger
of losing Ferrol, their only arsenal, and thus completely
losing control of the sea. At the present moment, the
fruits of that victory can be seen, with all the Red fighting
ships, almost without exception, lying up idle in Valencia
or Carthagena, while the Nationalist fleet can shell and
blockade Red ports and wreak havoc among the Red
supply ships.
The third vital necessity for the Nationalists was of a
civilian character. Could General Mola in the north
force the railwaymen to resume work, keep the railway
lines open to Vigo, and pour through the country the
millions of gallons of petrol needed to keep the war
machine going ?
When I first hurriedly toured the north of Spam, for
a few hours trying, probably foolishly and certainly in
great ignorance, to make my way through the Red lines
to the Patriot forces in the centre, no trains were running.
The Madrid syndicates had ordered a general strike and
this was being fully applied by all the railway workers.
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